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1884 De DION-BOUTON
OLDEN TRANSLATES
INTO GOLDEN
By Reid Carroll

Possibly the oldest motor vehicle car
that still runs was sold last October
at the R & M Auction in Hershey,
Pennsylvania. Encouraged by a
standing ovation as the old steam
powered runabout was driven up to
the stage, the bidding for the 1884
De Dion Bouton et Trepardoux Dos
a Dos Steam runabout started at ½
million dollars and quickly reached
the astonishing figure of 4.62 million
dollars.
The back-to-back seat Steam powered Runabout was built in 1884 by
Georges Bouton & Charles-Armand
Trepardoux for French entrepreneur
Count Albert De Dion who named
the vehicle “La M arquise” after his
mother. In 1887, with De Dion at the
tiller, the vehicle won a motor race
from Pont de Neuilly in Paris to Versailles and back, covering the 32 kilometers in 1 hour and 14 minutes, an
average speed of 25.9 KM /H and
according to one report De Dion hit
60 KM /H on the straight areas.
In its 127 years of existence, “La
M arquise” has only had 4 owners,
remaining in one family for 81 of
those years. It has been restored
twice, most recently in the early
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made a 137 CC air cooled petrol engine. Over the next 15 years, the
company made steam, petrol and
electric powered vehicles, including
the 1st commercial V-8 overhead
valve engine introduced in 1910. De
Dion also sold a variety of engines
Count Albert De Dion began a part- to more than 140 different companership with Georges Bouton and his nies that competed with them for
vehicle production. The company
brother in law Charles -Armand
failed to recover from their losses
Trepardoux in 1883 to build steam
powered vehicles. De Dion had pre- suffered during WW I, lacking the
resources to return to high volume
viously experimented with steam
production. By 1932, De Dion’s
power in a variety of uses. In 1893,
auto production came to a halt while
De Dion began experiments with
commercial vehicles were built on a
petrol engines, a move that
much smaller scale until 1950 when
Trepardoux disagreed with so
the doors were finally shuttered on a
strongly that he resigned from the
company in 1894. In 1895, De Dion grand M arque.
1990’s by British collector Tom
M oore. The 1884 Steam Runabout
has been in 4 London to Brighton
runs & collected a double gold at the
1997 Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance in M onterey, California.

Recent Research Request

15-Year Pins

First Wom an Driver

The HCFI Board of Directors is pleased to
announce that 15-Year Membership Pins
have been designed and will be mailed
out with 2012 membership renewals.
Approximately 100 members will achieve
15 years of continuous membership in
2012.

In these difficult economic
times, raising funds for the ongoing projects at the HCFI Library is even more difficult
than usual. The HCFI Library
is still investigating new premises, as we have seriously outgrown the current leased location. Many suitable properties
are currently on the market at
below normal prices but those
prices are not expected to hold
for long. The HCFI Board is
working diligently to find a suitable property and you can
help….

2012 MEMBERSHIP PIN

We need your help, both
now and in the longer term.
While none of us looks forward
to our passing, most of us
make plans for our estate.
Please don’t forget the HCFI
during these planning stages.
While monetary gifts are most
welcome, we can offer excellent tax breaks for items donated to the HCFI Library. Just
think: without your timely intervention, all those books and
periodicals you have accumulated over the years could end
up in the local landfill, lost to
future auto enthusiasts forever.

Mrs. Walter M Bush, believed to
be the first woman licensed driver.
Mrs. Bush, the former Anne Rainsford French, was a belle of Washington society w hen she received
her drivers license on March
22,1900. It w as a permit as a steam
engineer, allow ing her to operate
her father’s Locomobile steamer.
At 73 years of age she w as
acknow ledged by the American Automobile Assn. at their 50th annual
convention (1952) as one w oman
driver who never got a parking ticket, had no bent fenders, and never
been baw led out by a traffic cop.
She recalled that she enjoyed
speed in those days — “I drove 25
miles an hour one day.” Mrs. Bush
concedes there may be special circumstances for her driving record;
she hadn’t driven since 1903. She
was born in 1887 and died in 1962.
First wom an to drive across the
United States
“From Hell Gate to the Golden Gate”

Mrs. Alice Huyler Ramsey w as
the first w oman to drive across the
United States. She along w ith her
older sisters, Her mine Jahns, Nattie
Pow ell and Margret Atw ood set out
in June of 1909 in a Maxw ell “30”.
The tr ip w as not w ithout mishaps:
flat tires, engine and w eather problems. Many of the “roads” were not
even roads that traversed through
farms and even rivers themselves.
Almost tw o months to the day
after they left Broadw ay in New
York, they boarded a ferry in Oakland for the final leg of the journey
to San Francisco.
In 1960 Alice w as officially recognized by the American Automobile
Manufactures Association, the Detroit Public Library and AAA as the
first woman to drive across the
United States.

Don’t miss the Deadline…
There is sll me to make your
tax deducble donaons to the
Automove Research Library.
We accept automove related
periodicals, books,
photos,
painngs, and other automove memorabilia.
Please Call “Mac” at
619-464-0301
or email at
research@hcﬁ.org
WISH LIST
Funds requested to purchase items needed
at the Library:
Automobile Quarterly Subscription
1 year $80 / 2 years $150 / 3 year $200
Funds for Scanning Books
Any automobile literature, periodical, or
automobile related items
New Location Library Buy/Share/Donate
Funds to purchase new mid-size paper
cutter.

Donations to the HCFI

As part of the ongoing Scanning Project, the HCFI Board
has decided to add additional
periodicals from 1935 to 1960
to the on-line library. To complete this and go beyond 1960
will cost about $17,000 over
the next year. Grant monies
have become more and more
difficult to acquire.
Again,
monetary donations for this
extension of the on -line library
are most welcome.

What was new in 1912

The Self-starters
Feature of the Year
Sixty-three makes are fitting this
device as part of their equipment and
each day sees more who seek to do
away with motor cranking.

T

HIS year will be emphatically a self-starter
year. It will mark the
beginning of the era of
emancipation of the motorist
from the labor of cranking.
With sixty-three of the makers
fitting engine starters to their
products as regular equipment
for the new year and announcements of other recruits
to the automatic starting ranks
coming in nearly every day,
there is no doubt of the landslide to this feature. The fact
there were at most three or
four cars fitting self-starters as
stock equipment at this time
last year, against more than
one-third of the makes of 1912
shows that car construction
has reached a point where
makers feel to a certain extent
they can rest on their oars in a
matter of car design and devote
more thought to demands of
comfort for the users.
A particularly good sign of
the permanency of the selfstarter feature is the fact that
many of the makers who have
announced one type, and others who have as yet made no
announcement, are testing out
designs of their own which will
be installed as soon as certain
details have been perfected.
The field of motor starters as
a whole may be divided into six
major classes, depending on
the medium used to store the
energy required to give the
crankshaft of the motor its initial revolutions. These classes
are acetylene gas, compressed
air, electrical, mechanical, ex-

haust gas and gasoline. The acetylene starters will be the most
widely represented in American
cars this year. In general they
consist of a method for introducing into one or all of the cylinders
of the motor a mixture of acetylene gas and air under pressure
from the lighting tank so that this
mixture will take the place of the
normal gasoline mixture which is
present when the motor is performing its natural functions.
From Motor Age, January 4, 1912

COMPLETE SETS OF HCCA’S
GAZETTE & FORD MODEL T
CLUB’S
VINTAGE FORD
FOR SALE.
The HCFI has available for sale complete sets of the above magazines. We
also have many duplicates so if you
need to fill in your collection give us a
call.
Duplicates run 1939-1949 $15.00
1950-1959 $10.00
1960-1969 $ 5.00
1970-1979 $ 3.00
1980 up $ 1.00

Gifts In Mem ory Of:
Douglas King
Sam Gurnee
George Sherman
Bay Area Horseless
Carriage Club
Joe Sernach
Sam Gurnee
George Sherman
Bay Area Horseless
Carriage Club
Gifts in Kind:
Carl Leonard
Jerry Quam

Cash Donation:
Philip & Joy Reed
Nick Fintzelberg
Chicagoland Regional Group HCCA
Portland Regional Group HCCA

New HCF Members:
Johathan Cranstan
John M. Dolan
Sharon Gooding
Jerome Hardy
Preston Lerner
Greg Long
Doug Newberry
Robert Taylor

The full set of Gazettes through 2010
w ould be $1200. and the Vintage Ford
through 2008 would be $900.
Please contact “Mac” 619-464-0301 or
research@hcfi.org.

LIFE MEMBERS
HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS
Philip & J oy Reed
Marian Teague
Jeanne D eringer
Peggie Eccles*
Bill & Lorai ne C uthbert
Paul & Dorothy Kettenburg*
Jack* & Gail Garrison
Mr. & Mrs. Ross Bewley
David & Sondra Gast
Donald & Margaret Miller
*decea sed

Dr. Merl* & Joy Ledford
Philip & Joy Reed
Steve & Blanche Gordon
Paul* & Dorothy* Kettenburg
Thomas & Kris Kettenburg
George & Frances Sherman
Jack* & Gail Garrison
Edward & Jean Johnson
Don & Becky Sable
Nicholas Fintzelberg
Edward Meanley*
Ellen Browning Scripps Foundation
* dece ased
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More from 1911
For the first time, securities of automotive companies were listed on the
New York Stock Exchange.
The seventh Vanderbilt
Cup Race, run in Savannah, Georgia, on November 27, was won by
Ralph Mulford is a Lozier.
The Torbensen Axel &
Gear Company
was
fo rmed by J. O. Eaton
and V. V. Torbensen to
build truck axles.
Pierce-Arrow add ed a
fiv e-ton truck to its line
of passeng er cars.
The Buick “Bug,” a
racing car, driven by Bob
Burman, set a speed record of 20 miles in 13
minutes and 11.92 seconds.
From: A Chronicle OF
THE Automotive Industry
IN AMERICA, Published
1949.

