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THE STORY OF THE
If you're familiar with automotive
history at all (particularly the early
years of automobile manufacturing),
you'd know that more often than not,
it took many incarnations of an idea
or ideas before coming up with a
product that could be marketed to the
public. In all of the trials and errors of
the design and manufacturing of the
earliest automobiles, many names
have come and gone; some you probably never even heard of before. More
remarkable to think of is that the majority of name brand cars that have
disappeared far outnumber those who
actually still exist today. When we
think of the 'Big Three,' we rarely
consider the many smaller companies
that have been swallowed up by larger corporate entities over the last hun-
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dred years that have led to today's
major players. Those forgotten companies and automobiles are what we
at the Automotive Research Library
strive to keep alive for future generations to research.
The EMF automobile is one that
has an impressive pedigree of family
members in its history; and like all
families, it included infighting, black
sheep, falling outs, and reuniting. The
squabbles that plagued the three masterminds behind the EMF would
eventually lead to its demise (and the
demise of all its incarnations - including Studebaker), but not before leaving an indelible impression on the
history of the automobile - both together and as separate entities in their
own rights.
BYRON F. EVERITT

A native of Ontario, Canada,
Everitt began his mastery of
coachbuilding early in his life
working
on
horse-drawn
carriages. By nineteen, he was ready
to set off for America to make his
fortune; finding himself in Detroit
working for the premier auto body
builders in the country at the time, the
Wilson family after a short stint with
carriage maker Hugh Johnson. Inevitably, Everitt began his own enterprise, and began making bodies for
such notables as Henry Ford and Ransom E. Olds.
When things began to take off, he
decided to manufacture his own car,
The Wayne. The Wayne automobile
company was in actuality formed by
Charles F. Palms, and featured

Byron F. Everi

Everitt, as well as designer William
Kelly, in 1904. Palms saw to hiring
on a few other notable names in automobile history: Fred J. Fisher (of
Fisher body fame) as well as Walter
O. Briggs, who is probably more
known for his philanthropy in Michigan (founder of the Detroit Zoo, the
Detroit Symphony Orchestra, and
Eastern Michigan University) - as
well as being the owner of the Detroit
Tigers for many years. Building
coaches for the Wayne is where
Everitt made a name for himself;
Kelly would eventually go on to design the car bearing Byron's name the Everitt automobile - in 1909, as
well as the EMF. He was also vice
president of the Metzger Motor Car
Company - producer of the Everitt,
which brings us to the next major
player in the evolution of the EMF.

THE STORY OF THE EMF

Sales Brochure form the
Library Archives
WILLIAM E. METZGER

Metzger began his reign in the
auto industry as many others in that
period did: as a bicycle merchant. His
interest in the future of the horseless
carriage prompted him to travel to
what was the very first automobile
show in London in 1895. It would
prove to be a life-changing journey
for him, as well as the future of auto
manufacturing in the United States.
From London, he eventually toured
many other manufacturing plants in
Europe, including those of Daimler
and Benz, bringing home with him a
bolstered enthusiasm for the future of
the automobile in the U.S. Though he
hailed from Illinois, he set up shop in
Michigan and began to familiarize
himself with various propulsion systems for the horseless carriage
(electricity, steam), and as a means to
turn over all the vehicles that passed
through his hands for research, he
unknowingly founded the very first
automobile dealership in the U.S. in
1899; equipped with the first automobile showroom, proving his undeniable gift for salesmanship. He was a

major force in getting the first American automobile shows up and running
in this country, including the first Detroit Auto Show and the first New
York Auto Show at Madison Square
Garden. His affiliation with the
Northern Motor Car Company in
1902 put him on a collision course
with the advent of the Cadillac Motor
Car Company - a name still synonymous with American car manufacturers and luxury cars in America even
today. He was also the brainchild of
the first auto race in Detroit in 1901 the famous race that saw Henry Ford
beat Alexander Winton with the
"Sweepstakes Car," one that would
go on to be the prototype to the first
Cadillac. After Cadillac merged with
Leland & Faulconer Manufacturing
(Leland being the man who developed the first transmissions - and later
engines - for the 'Curved Dash Olds')
in 1905, Metzger got controlling interest in the Northern Motor Car Co.
and merged with the Wayne Motor
Car Co., which is where the stars
aligned for the company known as
EMF; the Wayne Motor Car Co. was
controlled by Byron Everitt - and a
brilliant engineer named Walter E.
Flanders.
Walter E. Flanders
Flanders was a born machinist; he
began his mastery working on sewing
machines for the Singer Company;
from there he started an apprenticeship with a machine shop in Cleveland. It was there that he first proved
his tenacity for accuracy and meeting
deadlines that captured the interest of
one Henry Ford. Ford had placed an
order for one thousand crankshafts to
be delivered to Detroit, and Flanders
rose to the challenge by meeting the
deadline. So impressed with Flanders
was Ford that he insisted that he join
the team he was assembling to mass
produce automobiles. Having proven
his mastery of production arrangement as well as his raw talent of time
and labor saving inventions (Flanders
came up with new inventions in valve
grinding, drilling, and vertical boring), he put his stamp of perfectionism on the manufacturing line with an
iron fist.

Continued from Page1

William E. Metzger

By all accounts, Flanders was a
large and imposing figure with a
booming voice. He also played as
hard as he worked; it was well known
that Flanders took to all-night partying and late night shenanigans, but
always showed up to work early the
following day - somehow impervious
to hangovers. Although a rough and
tumble man, he was honorable and
fair to his employees, who respected
the man more than feared him - allowing for a seamless and highly efficient working team that threatened
even Henry Ford himself at one point

Walter E. Flanders

Factory Sales Book from the Automo ve Research Library Archives

in their working relationship. The
man was a consummate professional
with a charismatic personality to
match; even his old boss from Cleveland Thomas Walburn joined him
when he went to work for Ford - and
left with him and several others when
he left Ford to take on the duties of
general manager for the new Wayne
Automobile Company in 1908 - replacing Everitt - who would now be
the president. It was said that Flanders
cared not for the cars he was building,
he only cared about building them
efficiently.
It was right about this time that
William Metzger retired as the sales
manager for Cadillac Motor Co. and
was on his way to join the new upstart
company with Everitt and Flanders;
their goal: to beat Henry ford at his
own game - by selling twice the car at
half the price; William Kelley would
handle the design. They seemingly
had all the right pieces to the puzzle
in place. Everitt was the money man;
Metzger was the guy who could sell
sand in the desert, and the consummate engineering professional Flanders heading up the manufacturing
and production end of the company.
Reporters at the time coined a phrase
to describe the trio: The Big Three.
The only thing missing was the man
who could handle the publicity...
E. LeROY PELLETIER

Pelletier was a former newspaper
reporter out of Maine, covering the
major stories of the times with an energy and tenacity few could match.
He was known as a man who could
think faster than he could speak –
which was fast. After a stint as an
'advance man' for a circus, Pelletier
moved to New York to manufacture
his own vehicle - the Duquesne - in
1902, but failed miserably. Realizing
that his talents were more tuned to
writing and wordsmithing than building cars, Henry Ford tapped him to be
his advertising manager and as his
personal private secretary three years
later - a position where he thrived.
After leaving Ford to go to work for a
company in New York called Maxwell-Briscoe (the first incarnation of
the company that would later be
known as the Chrysler Corporation),
he was called upon to work for the
new EMF company by Flanders himself, who remembered Pelletier from
his days with ford - and his frenetic
delivery of word and thought. Pelletier jumped at the opportunity. Now
the board was set; all the pieces were
in place.
THE FISH THAT SAVED
STUDEBAKER
The Studebaker Company had
been around since before the civil
war, manufacturing horse-drawn wagons. It has been said that without the
Studebaker wagon, Manifest Destiny

E. LeRoy Pellerier

would not have been possible – they
were that important. The world, however, was changing. The Studebaker
Brothers were looking for a way to
diversify and survive in the world’s
new industrial landscape. As luck
would have it, their dear sister had
met and married former senator Frederick Fish, who was then subsequently brought into the Studebaker Corporation as financial counsel.
Fish was convinced that the automobile was the way of the future, and
tried unsuccessfully for years to convince the stubborn and stuck-in-theirways Studebaker brothers that they
should cement their legacy in the new
automobile market by taking the Studebaker name and putting it in its
rightful place at the front of the competition. Being a career politician,
Fish realized that there was more than
one way to skin a cat, and began a
creative realigning of the board of
directors. Not soon after came a partnership leading to the first Studebakers – then known as StudebakerGarford. It lasted seven years and produced very few cars. Immediately
Following Fish’s acquisition of controlling interest In the Garford Co., it
was subsequently sold to the WillysOverland Corporation, but Fish continued to search for the perfect coat-

tails to jump onto and lead the Studebaker Corporation forward. EMF
presented the perfect opportunity for
Fish to pitch his vision to the board
once more – this time, with little or
no risk to them financially, because
on a trial basis of 500 cars, final payment was going to be made after each
EMF was sold. The Studebaker board
of directors bought in, and since there
were 4,000 dealers already on the
Studebaker end (which apparently
displeased Metzger greatly as a salesman eager to prove his worth,) an
EMF came to the party with production facilities already intact – it was a
no-brainer.
CLASSY
Production of the EMF 30 began
in July of 1908 – the same day that
the first Model T’s rolled off the assembly line across town. What was
the difference between the two? Penny pinchers were quick to point out
that the Model T was $400 less than
the EMF. Auto publications were
quick to point out why: the Model T
was 177ci @ 20hp, sporting a 100in.
wheelbase. The EMF had 226ci, and
a 106in. wheelbase. Upon delivery,
there were some problems with the
EMF leading to recalls by Kelley –
most notably the thermo-siphon cooling system. These 172 cars’ cooling
systems were quickly and quietly replaced by water pumps successfully –
the siphons never reappearing on any
subsequent EMF models. The cars
were marketed by Pelletier as “no
frills,” but the car did not appear
cheap. It delivered exactly what it
promised – value and quality. It was
written that the EMF could be described in one word: classy. Pelletier
took this as opportunity for publicity.
So pleased with the description was
Pelletier that in 1909, when the EMF
ran in the Glidden Tour, he insisted
that the car be washed daily so it
“appeared classy” in the auto publications. All seemed right with the world
of EMF from the outside looking in –
but the cracks were already starting to
appear – and got bigger, fast..
THE BEGINNING OF THE END
It had been no secret that Metzger
wasn’t happy, not being in complete
control of nationwide sales (which
had been split between himself and

Studebaker’s Hayden Eames
since the 4,000 outlets were
Studebaker territories), but
he began increasingly vocal
about his unhappiness with
the partnership with Studebaker in general. Soon,
Everitt began to side with
Metzger, which wasn’t going to fly with the sturdy
Flanders, who decided to
dissolve the whole partnership by telling them what
they could do with it. Metzger, who had quietly gained
controlling interest in the
company, sold it to Studebaker and took Everitt and
Kelley with him when he
left. Studebaker would continue to produce the EMF,
even after the announcement
that the “E” and the “M”
were departing. The money
made from the sale was to
finance a new vehicle production. This time, it was
agreed that no abbreviations
were going to be used (as
they had tired of the childish
jokes), but at the same time,
an amalgamation of Metzger Ad from Cycle and Automo ve Trade Journal 1906
and Everitt was never going
From the Library Archives
to be in the cards; as it would
be tedious and unappealing. They to anyone. Such was the genius of
settled on just calling it the “Everitt Flanders. With his old friend and boss
30,” which was essentially an EMF Walburn in control of the new opera30 with different badging, and a tion, he seemingly had the reigns of
the situation. Then he ordered a
slightly higher price tag.
schedule of a thousand cars a month,
Meanwhile, Flanders and Fish
which his steadfast employees hanwere butting heads back at EMF; fish
dled easily. The problem was the cars
wanted to merge the company, and
weren’t selling on the Studebaker end
Flanders was taking serious damage
– and there was no excuse for that
from Henry Ford, who out-produced
with the resources they had. Flanders
and undersold him using his own
now began to wonder if his former
techniques. Fish, realizing he wasn’t
partners hand been correct about the
going to convince Flanders of anyStudebaker partnership after all. In
thing, began to reorganize EMF.
December of 09’, he sent out a letter
Flanders, now president, talked Stuto all the auto trade publications indebaker into buying out the now
forming the public of the dissolution
failed Deluxe Motor Company and its
of the partnership. The fallout was
manufacturing facilities in 1909. Tarinstant, and the lawsuits began. It was
geting Ford’s Model T, he stared probilled by the trades as “the battle of
duction on the “Flanders 20,” which
the century.”
would be $500 less than the EMF,
In the background, Fish was
and moved a staff into the facility
from EMF to begin production cooking up a takeover, and brought in
(literally hours after purchasing it that the big guns. He contacted his old
morning) – which was already set up friend and Studebaker investor from
to specs prior to the sale unbeknown the old days J.P. Morgan to finance

ceived
from
Studebaker, he found himself in financial trouble. His answer was to
merge one problem
with another, and sell
them both at a profit.
He aligned himself
with the failing United
States Motor Company, convincing them to
buy out the Flanders
Auto Co. (which, by
the way included the
Metzger Motor Car
Co. as well as the
Everitt Motor car co.),
giving him the funds
that he needed. As a
result, it was a pretty
sweet
payday
for
Metzger and Everitt,
who both promptly
returned to their former lives. Flanders
went on to produce
another new car: The
Maxwell. It was a truly
successful
marque,
allowing Flanders to
1910 E‐M‐F Ad from Saturday Evening Post
retire to a farm a multifrom Library Archives
millionaire. Ironically,
the buyout. In the end, Flanders had Flanders was taken back over by Stutired of being undermined by Stu- debaker In 1921.
debaker at every turn, gave in. By
1913, all EMF’s were all wearing Stu- ONE LAST HURRAH
In 1921, Byron Everitt called up
debaker badges. The Flanders gasoline end electric automobiles as well his old friends to join him in building
as motorcycles, or “Flanders Bi- a car in conjunction with race car legMobiles” would still be produced. By end Eddie Rickenbacker. All were
May of 1912, he was completely reluctant to agree, but for the sake of
emancipated from the Studebaker their old friendships, they agreed –
Corporation. There were rumors right down to Pelletier. The Rickenswirling that the “Big Three” were backer Car was born, but the happy
going to reunite in another venture. It reunion didn’t last long. After five
was whispered that Flanders and years, it all dissolved again; it was
Metzger would merge. The result said that the Rickenbacker’s fourwould be known as the Flanders Mo- wheel brake system was roundly riditor Car Company. It was announced culed by every major auto manufacin June 1912, and the new Flanders turer and the reason for its poor sales
was introduced in January 1913 at the (although we now know that it beNew York Auto Show. Once again, came the standard on all cars). It
there would be problems. There were would be the last venture of “The Big
always problems. But as always, Three” would undertake together.
Flanders was nothing if not resourceIn 1923, Flanders would succumb
ful.
to injuries sustained in an automobile
Flanders had purchased a large
plant that he tried desperately to make
work, but didn’t. Add this to the debt
that he incurred by purchasing a plantation with the buyout cash he re-

accident. Ten years later, Metzger
would follow; having suffered for
years from what we now know as
Alzheimer’s disease but ultimately
being taken by a heart attack; both

Flanders and Metzger are members of
the Automotive Hall of Fame. Everitt
would outlast them all, living until
1940, passing quietly with friends and
family by his side at Harper Hospital
in Detroit. – Kevin J. Parker
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The growth of the Library over the past five years
brary has had its ups and downs, but
the one constant is that it continues
to move forward and evolve – something I hope Jack would be quite
pleased about.
All this looking back also reminded me of my first visit to the
Library. Tony Bowker called me up
and needed some help on setting up a
computer and scanner (I’m an IT
guy) to test the practicality of scanning the many documents that had
been purchased and donated to the
Library. The initial beta testing
worked well, and
within a month or
two there were
three ladies spending the day scanning documents.
There was a frequent turnover of
labor, however, as
scanning factory
sales
brochures,
parts books and
instruction manuals can be rather
tiring to the back
and shoulders!
Back room of Library, 2012. Lothrop Collec on in boxes
The scanning project (and the sore
to those involved with antique cars.
back and shoulders) now belong to
To me, this sounded like a really
Kevin Parker, and is still moving
good thing, so I quickly submitted
forward today at a pace that even that
my registration form and handed
determined team of ladies would be
over my money; becoming a member
happy with. These early periodicals
and sending me on a journey that has
and early acquisitions were being
lasted almost twenty years with no
scanned for posting on the website –
end in sight. Since that time, the lian idea then in its infancy. This project continues even
to this day. The
level of technology has grown exponentially in the
last
seventeen
years, but the goal
remains the same.
The only difference now is that
the library, which
was conceived as
one dedicated to
sharing
information about prewar vehicles only,
now caters to classic cars of every
Back room today, even more boxes of donated materials.
As I celebrate my 5th year as
Executive Director, and my 17th year
as Charter Member of the Library,
I’ve been doing some looking back at
the growth of the Library and its progress forward. It reminded me of
how the idea of the library grabbed
my attention when I first heard about
it, and precisely when. It first caught
my attention at a Model T Ford Club
meeting in 1998, when founding
President Jack Garrison did a presentation about the Library and the
many resources that were available

era – something that has been both a
blessing and a curse.
In 2011, when we collectively
thought about the future of the library, it was decided that we should
embrace more modern eras of cars
(such as the “muscle car” era, for
example) to solidify our place in the
historical preservation of the antique
car and the information regarding
them for the next generation of restorers and collectors. Combined
with my efforts to get out to car
shows, museums, swap meets, and
parts exchanges to get exposure and
publicity for the library (which were
and continue to be largely successful), we began to get more and more
attention – which was a good thing which led to more and more donations – which was also good…right
up until we started running out of
room – which is not such a good
thing. Thus began the expansion and
improvement of the warehouse area
of our physical location.
Our physical location consists of
a decent-sized storefront in a stripmall setting with a relatively large
warehouse space in the rear (rumor
has it that it used to be an independent motorcycle repair shop) in industrial downtown La Mesa; a site perfect for us and what we needed to
accomplish back in 1998. It stands to
reason that little had changed within
the warehouse area when I took over
in 2011, save a ‘new’ employee
named Kevin, who came on board in
2009 and worked for the now retired
Roberta Watkins, and later my wife
Diane, who had succeeded her.
He had taken up the scanning
responsibilities and had carved out a
work area in the back of the shop,
which had become disheveled and
unorganized over time. Melissa Nabors was working on a seemingly
endless and arduous task of organizing all of the sales brochures we had
(a number then I would guess would
be in the 20,000’s).
He and I bonded quickly over
shared ideas on how the library could
better itself. He explained his past
work experience as an inventory control clerk and how it could be put to
good use here. My strengths and ex-
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Looking at the back corner, boxes of
periodicals on racks.

perience lied within working on antique cars, meeting people, and networking. It was my idea to start hitting as many meeting places for the
hobby that I could– many more than
the usual spots we’d get to annually:
Hershey, the Stadium swap meet here
in San Diego at Qualcomm, etc. to
get the message out to the people.
Kevin focused on my plans for cleaning up and cataloguing the items we
already had in the warehouse. The
expansion of the storage area was a
priority even back then; we knew that
if we got the publicity we wanted, we
would need to utilize the space we
had much more efficiently. What we
didn’t know was how quickly that
would happen.
When the flood gates began to
open, my solution was to build shelving vertically in the rear warehouse
area. I spent weeks mapping out the
best scenario and taking measurements. In the meantime, Kevin had
his hands full checking in and cataloguing some massive donations
(such as the Lothrop donation). By
the time the order for the shelving
was delivered and built, we already
had enough material donated (and
currently on hand) that we already
had the shelving we had just installed
filled (mostly due to the aforementioned John Lothrop donation, followed by the equally massive Joel
Dethlefs donation, which arrived
shortly after installing the new shelving).
No problem, I thought. We’ll just
expand the existing shelving that we
have. I went ahead, took more measurements, and ordered the additional
shelving and had it installed. That
was two years ago, and it is now
completely full again (as of two
weeks ago) with more inventories to
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be done arriving every day. Melissa
no longer works here, and the number
of sales brochures went from the
neighborhood of the 80,000’s to what
I guess would be around to or three
million – with only about 15-20% of
that actually catalogued (again, I’m
speculating).
The old saying is “be careful
what you wish for,” right? It goes
without saying we’ve reached critical
mass, and we’re working hard to
come up with solutions to combat the
influx of new donations. Even newer
shelving is not physically feasible for
us at the moment.
“Mac”
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Chronicles of the Automotive Industry in America, For 1936
Production this Year: 3,669,528 passenger cars, 784,587 trucks and buses. Wholesale
value of replacement parts and accessories produced thai year: $545,110,443—a
21.5% increase.
A.M.A. report disclosed that 95% of all cars were now selling under $750 wholesale.
Department of Commerce announced that 54% of U.S. families now owned cars.
Reo discontinued passenger car manufacture.
The George Vanderbilt Cup Race, run on Long Island on Oct. 12, was won by Tazio
Nuvolari in an Italian Alfa-Romeo.
Roy D. Chapin, Alfred J. Brosseau, Edwin Ross Thomas, Wallace Zweiner, James
Couzens and Henry B. Joy died.
The three-millionth Buick was built.
Hudson introduced “radial safety control.”
Nicholas Dreystadt became Cadillac general manager.
Diamond T built a Diesel-powered truck.
Willys-Overland was reorganized with David R. Wilson as president and Ward M.
Canaday as board chairman.
Nash Motors Company merged with Kelvinator Corporation of Detroit. Charles W.
Nash became board chairman, and George W. Mason, president, of NashKelvinator Corp. Remaining intrest in Seaman Body Corporation was also acquired
by Nash.
Sloping side windows and built-in defrosters appeared.
Ninteen makes of house trailers were displayed at National Automobile Show.
Louis Meyer set a new record (109.069 m.p.h.) in winning Indanapolis Sweepstakes for
the third time.
From: A Chronicle
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