To Educate…

To Preserve…

To Support...

Generous support by the Ellen Browning Scripps Foundation

Summer 2016

“The Information Place”

Volume 18 #2

Great Moments in the History of the INDY 500
Alas, it is the beginning of the long, hot summer once again.
Many thanks to those who gave their lives for our freedom – we
are truly grateful and thankful for your service and sacrifice (this
article following Memorial Day by a day). Congratulations to 24year old Alexander Rossi for winning the 100th running of the
Indy 500 – now a Memorial Day tradition. It was a significant
and historical win for Rossi; he is the first rookie American since
Louis Meyer was back in 1928 to win the checkered flag. Onehundred and five years ago, all of the drivers in the field were
rookies (being that it was the first running of the now infamous
race) before Ray Harroun won it.
While most are probably already looking forward to the next
race, some are still marveling over the competitiveness of this
race – a race featuring the
next generation of newly
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Ray Harroun at the first Indy 500 circa 1911
reimagined by visionary Carl Fisher
had now been covered in paving
bricks, and provisions for spectators
on horseback had been thoughtfully
provided in the form of three thousand
hitching posts. When the checkered
flag fell, it was Ray Harroun in the
winners’ circle. He had averaged almost 75mph in his six-cylinder Marmon Yellow Jacket (a nickname too
long for reporters, who re-christened it
“The Wasp” because of its screaming
bright yellow paint job) and had unbelievably come out of retirement to run
the race. Even more impressive: he did Harroun's Rear View
Mirror
it without a riding mechanic – a must
for racers in that era. A notable addition to his car would also
make history that day; he had fashioned a mirror above the cowling of his car to view the competition from behind – the rest was
history.

Ray Harroun's Marmon Wasp

President’s Corner...
Summer is once again upon us and that means It’s Time to Tour!
Scanning is continuing on the Cuthbert Collection which has been on loan to the
Library from William (Bill) Cuthbert’s family. Thank you to the Cuthbert family for the
loan. This has been very helpful in allowing the Library to fill in missing publications.
However, numerous publications of early magazines are still missing. Please give Mac a
call or email if you have publications you are interested in donating or loaning to the
Library. Please don’t forget that the Library will accept any and all Automotive publications, books, literature, magazines, photos and memorabilia. Contact Mac if you have any
other transportation related materials to donate.
Speaking of scanning Kevin Parker, our Newsletter writer, has been doing an excellent
job of scanning Library materials. Kevin has been s canning approximately 8000 pages a month. Good work by Kevin has
allowed the Library to make available to our members and the general public information that may have been lost over time.
Thank you Kevin for your excellent job.
With two paid staff at the Library, “Mac” and Kevin, we still have many projects that need to be completed. As a result
we are in need of volunteers. Whether it is one day a week or month or for one week only, we could use your help. Jobs
include sorting magazines or cataloging and inventorying the Library collections of magazines, photos and automotive
memorabilia. If you are interested in helping please contact “Mac”, 619-464-0301 or research@hcfi.org.
Thank you for your membership and support of the Automotive Research Library of the HCFI.

Greg Long
President / HCFI Board of Directors

History of the INDY 500

Continued from page 1
hometown favorite but a longshot in the race, found himself trailing
veteran race car driver Ralph de Palma with four laps remaining
and little hope of a win – until fate intervened. De Palma’s Mercedes threw a rod, shattering one of his pistons to dust on the final
lap. Refusing to quit, de Palma and his mechanic got out and attempted to push the one-ton behemoth down the final stretch (a five
mile distance) in an admirable and memorable show of integrity
and passion. Much to their chagrin, Dawson sped passed them taking the checkered flag as they panted in exhaustion almost in tears
at the finish. The hometown boy in the locally-built car subsequently left the throngs of well-wishers and press at Victory Lane, drove
himself to his nearby home and informed his mother of his victory.
She had refused to attend the race, fearing for his safety.

Joe Dawson in his National
FUELING UP IN THE PITS
Now wanting to be left out, Europeans began showing up from
overseas to enter the great race being held here in America by the
third running, bringing with them some uncharacteristic idiosyncrasies to the track. One of the most outlandish was that of French
Peugeot racer Jules Goux. Speaking only French to an American
translator named Johnny Aitken, he requested that chilled wine be
waiting for him at his next pit stop.
After a few minutes of debate against the idea, Goux’s insistence won the day, and when he made his next stop, a bucketful of
iced champagne was waiting for him. After finishing his refreshments, he astonishingly went on to win the 1913 race!
MAMA’S BOY
A year prior to the tipsy finish of Goux, underdog American
driver Joe Dawson took the checkered flag. Dawson, who was a

Tommy Milton at the finish in 1923 in his Miller Special

SECOND TIME’S A CHARM
The first two-time winner of Indy was Tommy Milton, the
driver who on so many occasions bested the legendary drivers of
the 1920’s (Ralph DePalma and Dario Resta to name a few). In a
time when most folks didn’t even know how to drive a car, Milton
was seemingly effortlessly winning auto races. The Mt. Clemens,
Michigan native learned to drive in rigged races against such notable names as Tetzlaff, Oldfield, and Chevrolet until he got tired of
being booed for coming in last. He got to work on his car and began winning races, never looking back (even after getting fired by
his boss for winning a race.) He began a career-long rivalry with
fellow racer and former friend Jimmy Murphy – both trading wins
at Indy in Harry Miller powered cars: Milton in 1921, Murphy in
1922, Milton in ’23, and Murphy in ’24. The bitter rivalry between
Milton and Murphy fueled public interest in the 1920’s for auto
racing and Indy in particular for years to come – and put the race
on the map. Murphy’s death in 1924 cast a pall upon Milton, who
never seemed to recover emotionally from holding a worthless
grudge against his former friend and team member for so many
years – but also fueled arguably the greatest rivalry in Indianapolis
500 history – as well as auto racing history in general.

was a rookie mistake that cost him a place in the history books.
Holland had a full lap lead on his teammate Rose, and both
cars were running strong. He was unfamiliar with drivers’ scoreboards at the starting line, so when he got the “E-Z” signal from
Moore late in the race, Holland slowed down – considerably. With
twenty laps remaining, despite slowing down, he maintained a
lead on Rose, who noticed a window of opportunity. At lap 193,
Rose passed Holland unchallenged; in fact Holland was waving
his teammate by thinking he was still a full lap in front. By the
time Holland realized what had occurred, Rose was on Victory
Lane. Although he did end up winning Indy in 1949, a chance to
win it as a rookie eluded him in an embarrassing twist of fate. It
could be argued that Mauri Rose should have TWO asterisks next
to his name in the record books because of Holland’s oversight,
but that’s not for us to decide, right?

THE RELIEVER
Mauri Rose, winner of
Indy in 1941, 1947, and
1948, was the first to do
it in relief of another
driver, earning an asterisk for his efforts in the
record books. Both he
and Floyd Davis were
driving
for
Lou
Moore’s team in 1941;
Rose had captured the
pole, and Davis was in
the ‘sister car’ 17 spots
back. It was Roses’
ninth appearance at
Indy with no wins to his
credit – and all seemed
lost after his engine
Mauri Rose circa 1947
blew up after 150 miles
- with him in contention
for first place. Seemingly resigning himself to defeat for team
Moore, he began canvassing other teams to see if any needed a
relief driver. When Moore caught wind of this, he protested and
decided to yank Davis out of the race (who at this point was in 12 th
place), replacing him with Rose. Davis subsequently quit on the
spot.
Rose, who was two minutes behind the leader had no intentions of actually winning the race, but knowing never to give up
(obviously because you never know who could make a mistake or
have a mechanical failure), he soon realized he was in contention.
In the first and second spots were legendary driver Wilbur Shaw
and Cliff Bergere. Unfortunately for Shaw, he bent a wheel, sending him into the wall and ending his day. After cleaning up the
aftermath of Shaw’s wreck, the green flag appeared and Rose never looked back – passing Bergere and taking the checkered flag for
the first of three he would eventually win. He was one of the four
three-time winners of Indy in its history until A.J. Foyt would accomplish it. He is still to this day only one of only seven that have.
ANYTHING CAN HAPPEN, AND USUALY DOES
Embarrassment is often the result of miscommunication, and
in the case of another Lou Moore driver named Bill Holland, it
was heartbreaking. A fellow teammate of Mauri Rose, was in second place and Holland in first in 1947 – both driving twin Blue
Crown Specials furnished by Moore. Holland was a rookie, but it

A watchful Janet Guthrie
A WOMAN’S TOUCH
When May 1977 rolled around, there still had been one milestone that he hallowed grounds of racing had not risen to – the
glass ceiling. That would all change when Janet Guthrie became
the first female driver in Indianapolis 500 history. The media hype
was enormous, and Guthrie became an instant celebrity; handling
the limelight like a seasoned pro (in direct contrast to renegade
drivers like A.J. Foyt, who’s relationship with the press was tolerated at best). Although Guthrie was victim to mechanical problems in her 1977 debut and again in 1979, it was her accessibility
and seemingly effortless handling of media pressure that ultimately became the catalyst that would bring a new demographic to auto
racing in this country and around the world. That is an accomContinued on page 4

dynamic between owner, mechanic and driver. He was of the
mind that the driver shouldn’t be working for the mechanic; it
should be the other way around. His relationships with his mechanics were contentious, and they were fired often. In his mind,
he was the one taking all the risk – he should be maintaining his
own cars. The strategy worked again and again. The Seventies
belonged to Al Unser; the Eighties to Rick Mears. The sixties,
well – they belonged to A.J. Foyt.
Winning four Indy 500’s is the pinnacle that has yet to be
matched by any driver in the last two decades. Dario Franchitti
came close (he won his third in 2012), but still is one short. There
are only Foyt, Al Unser, and Rick Mears that have won four. Will
it be Alexander Rossi? Only time will tell. The good part is that
we all get to tune in and watch. – Kevin J Parker

Bibliography and Photo Credits:
“Indianapolis 500: Story of the Motor Speedway, the,”
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Racing Magazine – Four Winds 1970

plishment that can probably be measured in importance by actually winning the race, and even that might come up short. The Indianapolis 500 would no longer be a boy’s club. It needed a woman’s touch, and Guthrie delivered.

Wikipedia Commons (Marmon Wasp @ Indy Museum /
A.J. Foyt Photos)

PUTTING UP QUITE A FOYT
Nobody wanted the win more
than A.J. Foyt. “He will do anything to win,” sighed Mario Andretti after coming in second to him
and losing the national crown. Foyt
had been one of three at the time to
win three contests at Indianapolis –
and was determined to be the first
to win it four times. He did. In an
age where some of the best drivers
that ever crossed the bricks were
behind the wheels, he won – and
kept winning – 1961, 1964, 1967,
and ten years later in 1977. Admittedly, Foyt had developed somewhat of a reputation as a hothead,
but in an interview in 1965, it was
his passion for perfection that
shone through when it comes to
competition and his cars: “I’m a
driver. I don’t want anyone doing
anything to my cars I don’t know
about. It makes me sick anytime I
lose. I blow off steam, and people
criticize me for it, but I’m human.
Anybody gets in my way I get
mad.”
It was Foyt who changed the

Foyt's 1977 Indy- Winning Car

AUTOMOBILE TRADE JOURNAL May 1934

28th LITERATURE FAIRE
& EXCHANGE

Sponsored By:
Southern California Chapter of SAH
Automotive Research Library of the HCFI
And

NHRA Motorsports Museum

Sunday, June 26, 2016 8AM to 3PM
NHRA Motorsports Museum
Fairplex - Gate 1
1101 West McKinley Avenue
Pomona, CA 91768

FREE PARKING
FREE Admission to Literature Faire for Buyers
Automotive books, magazines, literature, manuals, sales brochures, paintings,
drawings, photography, collectibles. Also, prints, photos, original works of art,
shop manuals, badges, ribbons, car model kits, banners, advertising materials,
flags, press kits, hood mascots, car toys, license plates, signs, racing stuff and
touring stuff.

No parts — clean or dirty & no whole vehicles for sale.
Seller spaces 10x20 $30 each — cash only!
Spaces - first come, first served. Spaces will be inside the fence around the
Museum building, not in the open Fairplex parking lot.
Questions?
Jeff Minard at jeffm495@yahoo.com,
“Mac” MacPherson at research@hcfi.org or
Michael Feinstein at md.feinstein@hotmail.com
Standard Admission Rates for NHRA Motorsports Museum

No Food Service will be available!

Gifts in Kind:
Alan Taylor
George Dorris
Kathy Coffin
Mike Evans
Dawn Goldie
Rod Rippel
G. A. Clapp
Greg Long
Larry Krider
Robert Scott
Grary Walscher
Richard A. Erfert
Susan Harris
Jerry Wimale

Cash Donation:
Nick Fintzelberg, Ph.D.
Jay Watkins, Sr
Paul Goluboys
Richard Nellis
Robert Veghte
From Motor Age, July 1, 1951

2,038* Books
For Sale

The Library has books for sale, they
are duplicates of books in our archive. As the Library continues to
receive donations of books and periodicals we occasionally get duplicates, we always keep the best and
most valuable books in the archives.
The other books need to be sold to
provide space for the additional
books. An updated list of available
books can be requested at any time
be calling or emailing a request of
the latest listing of about 1,900
books. Call: 619-464-0301 or email:
research@hcfi.org.
* as of 6/3/2016 — All items Subject to
Prior Sale

Next
Board Business
Meeting

The next Board Meeting will be on

August 18, 2016
9:00 AM
at the Library Office:

8186 Center Street, Suite F
La Mesa, CA 91942.

COMPLETE SETS OF
HCCA’S GAZETTE
&
FORD MODEL T CLUB’S
VINTAGE FORD
FOR SALE.
The HCFI has available for sale complete sets of the above magazines. We
also have many duplicates so if you
need to fill in your collection give us a
call.
1939-1949
$20.00
1950-1959
$15.00
1960-1969
$10.00
1970-up
$ 5.00

The full set of Gazettes through 2010
would be $1200. and the Vintage
Ford through 2008 would be $900.
Please contact “Mac” 619-464-0301 or
research@hcfi.org.

"Any man who thinks he can
be happy and prosperous by
letting the government take
care of him --- better take a
closer look at the American
Indian."
Henry Ford

New HCFI Members:
Russell Symmes, Winchester, IN
Hugh Fissher, Cleveland Heights, OH
Robert Anderson, San Diego, CA

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS
Philip & Joy Reed
Marian Teague
Jeanne Deringer*
Peggie Eccles*
Bill & Loraine Cuthbert
Paul & Dorothy Kettenburg*
Jack* & Gail Garrison
Mr. & Mrs. Ross Bewley
David & Sondra Gast
Donald & Margaret Miller

*deceased

LIFE MEMBERS
Dr. Merl* & Joy Ledford
Philip & Joy Reed
Steve & Blanche Gordon
Paul* & Dorothy* Kettenburg
Thomas* & Kris Kettenburg
George & Frances Sherman
Jack* & Gail Garrison
Edward* & Jean Johnson
Don & Becky Sable
Nicholas Fintzelberg
Edward Meanley*
Charles Test
Ellen Browning Scripps Foundation
* deceased

Chronicles of the Automotive Industry in America, For 1916
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Production for the year: 1,525,578 passenger cars, 92,130 trucks and buses. For the First time,
production exceeded a million units a year.
Charles W. Nash left General Motors to take over the Thomas B. Jeffery Company and form Nash
Motors Company
A General Motors one-ton truck established a record for an endurance run by hauling a load of canned
milk from Seattle to New York in 30 days.
William C. Durant succeeded Charles W. Nash as president of General Motors.
Alvan Macauley became president of Packard Motor Car Co.
Oakland offered a V-eight engine.
The International Sweepstake Race at Indianapolis was reduced to 300 miles; Dario Resta won the in
a Peugeot, averaging 84.05 m.p.h.
The Fordson Tractor was announced.
Cadillac became a division of General Motors.
Ford bought a factory site on the banks of River Rouge.
The U.S. Army used a fleet of trucks as a supply train for an expeditionary force in Mexico.
The eleventh and last Vanderbilt Cup Race, on November 16, at Sanat Monica, was won by Dario
Resta, in a Peugeot.
The National Automobile Chamber of Commerce branded advertising of deferred payments
“unethical”.
Studebaker displayed a gold chassis at the National Automobile Show.
Mack introduced its “bulldog” model.
Hand-operated windshield wipers, stop lights and rear-view mirrors appeared as standard equipment
on a few cars.
These makes appeared: Alter, Brewster-Knight, Columbia, Columbia-Kinght, Commerce, Concord,
Dart, Dixie Flyer, Drummond, Elgin, Fageol, H.A.L., Harroun, Hendrikson, Hollier, HomerLaughlin, Jones, Jordan, Kent, Laurel, Liberty, Maibohm, Marion-Handley, McLaughlin, Pilloid,
Pounder, Riddle, Roamer, Singer, Spaulding, Stephens.
From: A Chronicle of the Automotive Industry in America, Published 1949.
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