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COLLECTING AUTOMOTIVE LITERATURE:
YOUR OWN LIBRARY
Back in 1982, an author by the name of
Charles Mortimer wrote the quintessential
book on collecting books related to historic automobiles and motorcycles called
“The Constant Search.” The cover sleeve
showed a perfectly sepia-colored 1970’s
era study/library (right down to the brown
and orange floral curtains, mind you)
featuring a gentleman seemingly enjoying
a brandy and enjoying a book surrounded
by his motoring book collection.
Now, from my experience, personal libraries, studies, and collections that feature the motoring hobby/obsession/
lifestyle are not entirely uncommon. For
the younger generation, however, I have
mixed feelings about the future of collecting, seeing that the internet has dominated the delivery and consolidation of information. The romance and pride of having
a tangible book collection in one’s home
is something that I believe will return to
fashion once again (particularly for the
affluent auto enthusiast), not unlike the
turntable and hi-fi – both quaint yet expensive reminders of a simpler time. Af-
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ter all, it’s like the old saying goes: everything old is new again.
‘I’ve always wanted to have my own automotive research library,’ you think to
yourself, ‘but where do I start? How can I
be the first to have a collection that my
friends and colleagues will be envious
of?’ Well that is what this article is all
about. Using Mortimer’s book as a blueprint, we’re going to give you abbreviated
guidelines for how to put together your
own collection.
The first step is to make a decision regarding specificity. Do you want to focus
on your own personal vehicles and favorites? Perhaps your car or cars have been
featured in a book or books; a magazine
or magazines. Showing off these items
are feathers in your proverbial cap, so
putting them on display are certainly going to be paramount. What if it’s not
about your car, or even a specific marque,
but an historically well-rounded collection? That’s always a good way to go,
particularly if you want to focus on
signed first editions that are rare and expensive (and typically numbered by
hand). For a serious collector, these are
the crown jewels.
There’s something to be said for the way
Mortimer set his system up, which is why
I focused on this book to begin with. Just
looking at the table of contents of his
book could be instrumental in how to go
about setting up your collection. Here’s
how he began categorizing.
BY ERA

Portion of Library at the Unser Museum,
Albuquerque, NM.

The history of the automobile can be subcategorized by era, and Mortimer made it
easy. The Veteran Car era, which consists
of any vehicle that was produced pre1905. Many vintage auto enthusiasts consider anything following this era to be
irrelevant – and those are the true purists
of the hobby. The argument can be posed
that auto design truly hit its stride in later
years, but that’s another thing that makes
being an auto enthusiast invigorating –
there are many opinions that can be
shared and debated, and there really is no
right or wrong answer – it all depends on

President’s Corner…
Wow! Can you believe were in the midst of summer again?
I know summer brings out the Old Cars and Trucks for cruising and tours and a chance
to meet new friends and rekindle old friendships, especially the long distance friendships.
I think this is great! I hope you are able to get the young people in your family and neighborhoods out to see the Old Cars and Trucks because they are the ones that will carry on
the hobby. Let’s get them involved and participating in the hobby.
At the Library we continue to do research, scan and inventory and catalog materials that
are loaned or donated to the Library. Mac MacPherson, Executive Director, continues to
run the office and participate in as many local events as he can. This keeps him very busy.
Along with this, Mac hopes to attend the 2017 Glidden Tour in Nebraska this year with his original 1909 E-M-F. Kevin
Parker, our Research Technician, continues to catalog and scan pertinent Library materials and write articles for the
Newsletter.
I know I have said this before, but funding is a big challenge for the Library. We really appreciate the donations we
receive. In fact, we have a need in two areas that cash donations would help. First, we need donations to cover the cost
to participate in the 2017 Glidden Tour. The other need is for redoing the Library’s website. The website is in need of
serious repair. If you have tried to use it I think you know some of the problems we have, so please consider a cash donation to get our website to be more user friendly and up-to-date.
I hope you have a good summer and many fine tours. Thank you for your membership and support.
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your personal preference. Being able to
reference things in your own study/
library gives you a definitive edge in the
conversation- and a classy one, too.
The Edwardian Era encompassed the cars
produced from 1905-1918. The Vintage
Era spanned 1919-1930. Everything after
that (Postwar, Hot-Rod, Muscle Car, and
Modern) falls under the category PostVintage. Setting up your collection by era
is certainly attainable to any auto enthusiast – in any tax bracket.
BY MARQUE
Everyone knows the famous marques –
Mercedes-Benz, Ford, Ferrari to name a
few. Perhaps you’re partial to 1960’s
American Muscle: Chevrolet Camaros,
Ford Mustangs, Dodge Chargers. The
possibilities are endless here, especially if
your fancy is a certain brand. It’s hard to
dispute brand loyalty when it comes to
cars, and only car guys (and gals) know
it. Just ask a NASCAR fan who their favorite driver/badge is if you want to find
out about brand loyalty. Setting up a library devoted to the Corvette, for in-

Automotive Research Library, Reading Room, Circa 2011,
stance, could be an avenue you could
want to pursue if you long or the days of
the split-window, but currently drive a
C6. It may seem limited, but the depth of
the subject matter for just the Corvette
alone can literally fill a library to the
roof.
RACING BOOKS
Speaking of NASCAR, racing books are

a special category, and can include every
era previously mentioned. If you want to
be the guy who can site historical hill
climbs, endurance runs, drag races, records, dates, and crashes, putting together
a complete racing library could be very
fulfilling to a race car enthusiast indeed.
Between historical accounts by famed
racers, to biographies and autobiographies of drivers and personnel, to auto-
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graphed race programs, the sky is the
limit for the race car enthusiast to put
together a solid collection.
TECHNICAL BOOKS & SERVICE
MANUALS
This kind of collection would be more
suited to the mechanic, the restorer, the
grease monkey. These are among the
hardest kind of books to get in good, legible condition. The reason being is that
technical manuals and service manuals
were meant to be used – they were developed by professionals for professionals to
learn how to properly work on cars.
If you are collecting these, chances are
your library is probably doubling as a
garage, and the books are more likely to
be displayed on a rack than a bookcase,
and they’re probably going to be covered
with dirty fingerprints, spilled liquids, and
torn pages (modern service manuals use
paper that is almost as thin as tracing paper due to the sheer volume of pages they
have to fit into a binder). Most service
manuals are going to consist of multiple
volumes as well, covering any and every
aspect of the vehicle and its service –
engines and transmissions, fuel exhaust
and carburation, chassis and electrical,
etc.
This is the collection that probably once
was found primarily in a dealership or
repair facility, but the owner of this collection has knowledge at his fingertips,
and in the right hands, that is the most
invaluable tool in the shop – and these
books (depending on their rarity) could be
the most valuable to collect of them all,
because that knowledge is coveted by
others.
DRIVING MANUALS
This is kind of a niche category, but a
category nonetheless. Trading the waters
somewhere between service/technical and
instructional/tutorial books, it’s probably
the smallest sliver in the pie chart, for
lack of a better term. However, these
books are instrumental for aspiring racecar drivers, stunt drivers, and even police
officers in some cases, making them surprisingly scarce and in some cases very

Bruce Litton’s Library. Bruce Litton Trailer Sales, Indianapolis, Indiana. By “Mac” MacPherson

valuable. It might not be a bad idea to
have one or two of these in any collection.
TOURING, TRAVELOGUES, AND
TRANSPORT/MILITARY

When it comes to books written about
motoring – particularly touring – you are
going find no shortage whatsoever of
literature documenting them. Some of the
most fascinating and interesting books
regarding the automobile were written
about cross country tours, reliability runs,
and taking the automobile to places it had
never been. Think about the first time
someone took a vehicle to the tip of the
horn of Africa; the wastelands of Russian
Siberia, the jungles of South America.
Imagine big the passenger in the car that
won the first Cannonball Run in the U.S.
or the Gumball rally in Europe. There’s
most likely a book on that, and it’s proba-

bly a really fun ride.
Then there are those books regarding
trucking and transport, as well as the
many military vehicles that have been
produced. Again, we’re getting into the
niche areas, but there are folks out there
who spend their time restoring vintage
tanks and half-tracks, so it’s worth mentioning here. Take into consideration the
Willys Jeep. It’s an iconic vehicle, and for
many that served in the military, it was
like an old friend. Knowing how to work
on a Jeep like that could almost be considered a life-saving endeavor under wartime circumstances, and those kind of
situations make for interesting stories.
SALES
BROCHURES
ADVERTISEMENTS

AND

While sales brochures for rare and coveted vehicles can be nice to have
(particularly if you own that year and
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make of vehicle), too many collectors
have made the mistake of not being too
choosy with them. Consequently, it’s
easy for it to get out of hand if you’re
going to the dealership in September and
trying to get the first case of promotional
material every year. Multiply that by the
amount per box per vehicle, it resembles
a box that once contained one male and
one female rabbit two years later – I think
you get the picture. Unless you’re a specialist collector, brochures are a novelty
at best, and not really that good of an
investment. Auto ads that have been taken from magazines are even less so, particularly because of the manner in which
they were extracted as well as the condition they have been kept in by whomever
has them – which often is not adequate.
This brings us to inventory and storage.
PROPER STORAGE OF YOUR INVENTORY AND INVESTMENT
If I’ve seen it once, I’ve seen it a million
times: a collection donated to us here at
the library that the owner perceived to be
far more valuable that it was; only to find
out that it had been stored in a converted
outbuilding in the middle of the desert –
or the floor of a garage in a wet climate.
These storage scenarios can kill your in-

Library back room, Circa 2011.

vestment quickly and over time. Weather
is certainly a factor if you plan on keeping your collection elsewhere in storage.
So are pests.
Introducing these variables into an already established library of books in a
climate controlled and well-maintained
environment can still harm your investment by bringing in moisture, mold, silverfish, and even rodents. Just because
you don’t see them doesn’t mean they’re
not there. Be extremely careful when purchasing items – and use all of your senses: a signed first edition that has black

mold on it isn’t going to be worth anything to anyone, so use discretion. If
you’re one of the grease monkey types,
this might not matter to you that much,
but to the person looking to watch their
investment appreciate, it is essential to
stay away from buying questionably
stored material – or storing your material
in a questionable manner. These days, we
call that ‘hoarding’ – collecting without
regard to quality, quantity, or bookkeeping. It is mentioned in Mortimer’s book
as well – by name.
CATALOGING YOUR ITEMS IN
THE COMPUTER AGE
Nowadays, keeping inventory of your
books is as easy as a mouse-click. Creating a spreadsheet or file with all the
book’s information (title, author, edition,
pages, ISBN#, value) is a snap. If you
stay on top of it while you accumulate
your library, all you really have to do is
keep up with technology and update your
storage methods periodically, because the
data entry (in other words, the hard part)
will already have been done. This is also
extremely important for insurance purposes. Keeping a flash drive or external
hard drive containing the contents of your
library in a safe deposit box can be a lifesaver in the event of a natural disaster –
food for thought.
A WORD ABOUT MAGAZINES

Library back room, circa 2017

Mortimer’s advice regarding auto magazines in his book is worth mentioning
here, because magazines are among the

hardest to maintain in decent condition, and as we just mentioned
above, are almost always stored
incorrectly, rendering them useless.
His recommendation is to bind magazines following every 12-month
period, and stay away from
“weeklies,” as they are cheaply
made and will eventually grow exponentially, creating a space problem for anyone. If bound, magazines
are almost always sure to be an aesthetically pleasing addition to any
library, and are less likely to end up
in the garage or attic, either of
which he writes “are certainly a
bigger mortuary for literature of any
kind.”
So there you are, future auto literature enthusiast. A start-up guide to
getting your own personal library up
and functional. Although some information that Mortimer wrote
about is now obsolete (for instance
the projected appreciation in value
of scrapbooks), it is sound advice
for the most part. It also goes far
more in depth as far as subcategorizing, headings, abbreviations, and what he deemed ‘scarcity
ratings,’ which I assume refer to the
quantity/quality of some titles and
their availability.
All of this – and just in time for
swap meet season. At the Automotive Research Library are always
right here for you if you’re in the
market for new items for your collection. Happy hunting! – Kevin J.
Parker
Bibliography
“Constant Search, Collecting Motoring & Motorcycling Books,
The,” Mortimer, James – ©Foulis
Books 1982 ISBN 0854292608

The Library has
scanned over

3,000,000
Pages

Library Resources

COMPLETE SETS OF HCCA’S
GAZETTE & FORD MODEL T
CLUB’S
VINTAGE FORD
FOR SALE.
The HCFI has available for sale complete sets of the above magazines.
We also have many duplicates so if
you need to fill in your collection give
us a call.
Duplicates run 1939-1949 $15.00
1950-1959 $10.00

1960-1969 $ 5.00
1970-1979 $ 3.00
1980 up

$ 1.00

The full set of Gazettes through
2010 would be $1200. and the
Vintage Ford through 2008 would be
$900.
Please contact “Mac” 619-464-0301 or
research@hcfi.org.

Going to car shows
or
events?
You can help support the Library by
distributing Brochures and/or
Newsletter at you booth, car, or provide
for goodie bags.
Email—research@hcfi.org
Call 619-464-0301
The Library
and we will supply them.
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Chronicles of the Automotive Industry in America, For 1917
Production this Year: 1,745,792 passenger cars, 128,157 trucks.
Lincoln Motor Company is organized by Henery M. Leland, who redigns from Carillac
presidency.
The first Nash has a six cylinder valve-in-head engine.

PO Box 369,
La Mesa CA 91944-0369

The United States gets into the war and all motor car and truck manufactures offer full
cooperation to the government.

Phone/Fax: 619-464-0301
E-mail: research@hcfi.org
Web site: www.hcfi.org

Packard, Cadillac, Lincoln, Buick and others produce Liberty engines.
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Chevrolet builds an eight.
Studebaker develkopes and adopts the internal manifold hot spot.
R. H. Collins is made president of Cadillac.
Society of Automotive Engineers, organized in 1905, now called Society of Automotive
Engineers.
The Paige coupe has a rumble seat and V-type windshield.

Robert E. Manly originates the auto wrecking crane.
The Essex Motor Car Company is organized by the Hudson Motor Car Company to manufacture
a light car.
The first built-in automatic radiator shutter is developed by Frederick Furber and introduced on
the Columbia.
John Willys and Charles Clifton represent the motor industry on the National Industrial
Conference Board.
Oshkosh 4-wheel Drive Truck introduced.
Newcomers this year: American Benham, American LaFrance, Ben Hur, Campbell, Comet,
Commonwealth. Disbrow, Eagle rotary, Essex, Fergus, Gray, Ghent, Hale, LeMoon,
Macon, Nash, nelson, Noble, Oneida, Olympian, Oshkosh Truck, Pan-American,
Pennsy, Sayer, Seneca, Strandard Eight, Stearns, Knight, Tulsa, Witt Will .
From: A Chronicle of the Automotive Industry in America, Published 1949.
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